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A Buddha-Emanated Parrot Inspires Amitabha-Recitation



The ancient Parthian Empire was a remote,
desolate place. Its people knew nothing of
Buddhism. They slaughtered animals, sang,
drank and amused themselves. They were
extremely ignorant and foolish.
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"Oh my!" exclaimed one. "There are such parrots in the world." The onlookers heard the bird speak
the Parthian language and started to have animated conversations with it.
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Someone held up coarse grains to feed the parrot. But it flapped its wings and flew away, saying:
"You recite 'Namo Amitabha Buddha.' That's my food!"



Everyone chanted "Namo Amitabha Buddha" with abandon. Each recitation of the Buddha's name
resembled a multicolored cloud, lifting up and lowering the parrot. It became more full-bodied,
and its golden feathers grew more & more brilliant.
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Suddenly the bird flapped its wings, pointed westward and said: "There's a land of abundance, with
lotus flowers, ponds and tall trees everywhere. Do you want to go see it?"
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The King knew that the parrot was an emanation of Amitabha Buddha. Amazed by the
unfathomable merit of the episode, he built a temple at the location. He taught the Dharma every
day and urged people to recite the name of Amitabha Buddha. As a result, many of his subjects

were reborn in the Land of Bliss.
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A Single, Semi-Conscious Recitation Dispels Underworld Envoys
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Under the lights of the operating table, the old woman was anesthetized. The surgeon's sharp
blade reflected the cold light and moved across her belly.
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Soon the doctors and nurses started to shiver. The heart-rate monitor beside them had stopped
displaying fluctuations and flatlined. The beeping sound was hard on the ears, loudly pushing the
woman towards death.
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A gust of black wind swept the Black & White Guardians of the Underworld into the operating
room. They grabbed the old woman and put her in iron chains. Hair dishevelled, she was hauled off
to a darker place.
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Along the way, in dark forests, many shriveled hands reached out to her. "Return my life," "Repay
my debt," their owners demanded. Gripped by intense fear, she no longer cared where she was

going.
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Suddenly, she sensed that someone was beckoning to her on a high hill far away. Firmly but
tenderly came the call: "Recite Amitabha Buddha, hurry up and recite Amitabha Buddha!"
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The old woman at once chanted, "Amitabha Buddha, Amitabha Buddha"--- Amid a burgeoning
golden light, the irons chains, Underworld Guardians, karmic creditors and enemies all disappeared. @
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"Ah!" gasped the old woman as she began breathing again. She opened her eyes. She was on a
mobile bed, in a corridor that led to the dreaded mortuary.
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It turned out that the compassionate advice just now had been shouted out by the woman's niece,
a nun, who was standing by the sickbed. It was her exclamation "Namo Amitabha Buddha" that

allowed the patient miraculously to return to the human world.
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The name "Namo Amitabha Buddha" is a treasure ship of light. Invariably, it transforms fear into
great peace.
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The Six-Character Tablet Eliminates Traffic Accidents
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Medical workers hurried to lift the injured onto the ambulance. To the side lay the smashed hulk of
a car.
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"What happened?" Passing onlookers wondered as they saw an entire row of trees splintered in
half by the roadside. They covered their mouths, unable to speak.
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Because of frequent traffic accidents at that big bend of the road, the trees on one side never grew
tall. They were planted and broken, then planted again. Though there was luxuriant foliage on the
other side, the atmosphere was weird and something felt amiss.
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The buildings on the roadside were empty, and the dilapidated doors were overgrown with weeds.
Thinking the place was unlucky, people moved away.
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"Last night, the street lights flickered again,"
an old lady nearby, who had a premonition,
told a fellow-Buddhist friend. "There were
some strange noises. They scared my Little
Huang so much that he hid in his kennel!
Sure enough, I heard in the morning that
there had been another crash ---" Fear was
written on the old woman's face.
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Soon, a group of lotus friends raised funds to make a tablet with the large characters "Namo
Amitabha Buddha" in red paint. They erected it at the bend.
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A few days later, Dharma masters and a large group of Buddhists went to the stone tablet. Under
the bright sunshine, they loudly chanted "Namo Amitabha Buddha."
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When the village head heard the news, he brought the elderly and children to join in the chanting.
A sense of peace and joy prevailed, and the place seemed to have recovered its former ambience

of birdsong and flowers!
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The stone tablet is like the gentle hand of Amitabha Buddha. It not only protects the roadside trees
as they grow, but also ensures the safety of passing cars.
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"Namo Amitabha Buddha" is just six words, but this is the very heart of the Buddha. Forever
radiating the light of love, it averts disasters and warms our own hearts.
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The Trishoaw Falls into the Stream, but Amitabha-Recitation
Wards Off Disaster
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June 15, 1960, was the birthday of the City God of Taichung. Households placed offerings in their
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halls, burned incense and prayed.
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In the evening, banquet tables were set up on the main road. The entire city of Taichung bustled

with activity.
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But the occasion should not be celebrated in
this manner. As everyone ate and drank to
their heart's content, behind the scenes was
a huge wail from lives being slaughtered. The
City God himself would have wept watching
the scene.
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Late at night, a trishaw driver, who had just attended a banquet, was happily pedaling his pregnant
wife Ah Ai and their two children. They were on their way back to Wufeng.




EES 8 Ch N b V- ~ R BEE bR EE
B 2 S8 Ry Be Ro— Fi 3

The moonlight was bright and a breeze was stirring gently — what a comfortable night! But in the
back seat, Ah Ai suddenly felt a shadow in her heart.
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Just then, the moon was hidden behind dark clouds, and the Caohu Bridge ahead was pitch-black.
Ah Ai felt very uneasy and quickly recited the sacred name "Namo Amitabha Buddha."
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What happened next was frightening. It was the middle of the night and there was no one else on
the bridge. But it seemed like someone was pulling on the back of the trishaw and trying to push

its passengers off the bridge.
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Ah Ai's husband grabbed the handles and clenched his teeth; his eyes bulged. In the end, he was
unable to prevail and was pushed over the railing.
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The vehicle was suspended in the air, and Ah Ai's mind went blank. She could only hear herself
shouting, "Amitabha Buddha! Please deliver us to the Western Pure Land!"




— B B R

The moment she cried out, the trishaw fell to the bottom of the stream. However, the vehicle's
body was very stable, neither tilting nor shaking. The adults and children just sat there in shock

without suffering any physical injuries.
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Passers-by who were also returning home after the party heard rustling sounds and cries for help

under the bridge. Realizing that something had happened, they rushed to the riverbed and rescued
Ah Ai's family.




U

>
8
U
=
Fro
AJ
£
AN

n

G
cidgie

\mY

ul
g

el e Hr o B h

7
%

B B F|
1

7
<

Y

s B

9

w H
» He g

L
Y

x

y I
% [H]%

R He D

b
l—,

Bl

B

Aa
ik

9

T
%

AER I R

Later, Ah Ai carried her adorable baby to the Wufeng Buddhist Temple. She saw that Amitabha
Buddha seemed to be smiling, just like an elderly father welcoming her home. She felt so

comforted that she bent down deeply...
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A Mother Recites Amitabha's Name, Her Son Escapes
Disaster
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A few days later, her eldest son, Ah Cheng, suddenly came back from the mountains, looking
disheveled. He told her about the danger he just experienced, which both surprised and comforted
her. She gripped the beads even more tightly.
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On the day of the incident, Ah Cheng was burning charcoal in the kiln when he heard someone cry
in his ear, "Ah Cheng, come home!" He was stunned for a moment, as there was no one else there.
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Anxiety gripped Ah Cheng. He climbed over hills and valleys, advancing like the wind.
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However, the valley he was crossing was deep and scary. Ah Cheng thought that once he sat in
the hanging basket, he would be able to slide along the rope through the valley, like the wind.
Unfortunately, a spiraling gust of wind blew him into the abyss.
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Remarkably, Ah Cheng turned around and
grabbed a clump of reeds. It saved his life.
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Recalling how her eldest son had escaped danger, the old lady at the Dharma center was so happy
that she made many extra recitations of Amitabha's name!
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Reciting Amitabha, Thousands of Fish Touch a Kindly Heart
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During the Tianbao period of the Tang Dynasty, two fishermen caught a boat full of lively fish.

Knowing they could get a good price, they happily steered their vessel towards a big city to sell
them.
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On the way, one of the fishermen stopped by the shore to do some business. But when he
returned, all the fish in the boat were gone. He angrily questioned his companion — whether he
had sold the fish and kept the money for himself!
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The companion made much effort to explain himself and finally paid all the money he had on his
person to resolve the dispute. But he knew in his heart that the money had been entirely worth it.
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Just now, when he was alone, the bigger fish on the boat had shaken their heads and whiskers like
human beings and chanted "Namo Amitabha Buddha." It scared him.
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For a moment, it seemed as if thousands of fish jumped out of the water, chanting "Namo
Amitabha Buddha" loudly. The sound made his ears buzz as though he was going deaf.
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The sandbank, reeds, white splashing water,
and the loud chanting of Amitabha's name
thoroughly stirred his soft, childlike heart.
He released these poor fish and, in the end,

liberated himself.
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To his surprise, the fisherman next day found a bag of money in the reeds. The owner of the
money specifically wrote, "Repaying a kind-hearted person." The case truly illustrates that heaven
rewards the kind-hearted.
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Foolish Ox
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The Buddha: "Wait:-- please wait."
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The Buddha: "Before that, please listen to
what I have to say. In a certain place, there
was an ox. Every day, it pulled a cart loaded
with heavy items, over the hills and ranges to

a certain village. It went back and forth like
that each day."
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The woman: "That's really painful. What can it
do to free itself from such suffering?"
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The Buddha: "So the ox thought, if there were no cart:--"
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The woman: "If the cart were to break down, I'd be free."
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The owner of the ox: "This animal is too violent! Next time I must make a cart of steel that cannot
be damaged.”
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The ox: "Ah! It's so heavy! It hurts so much! If
I'd known this would happen, I wouldn't have
destroyed the original cart. [ wanted relief,

but who would have thought the pain would
become even greater?"
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The Buddha: "Do you understand now? You
are as foolish as the ox. The ox is a metaphor
for you, and the original cart a symbol of your
body. The steel cart represents the pain after
death. The idea that you would be liberated
after death is actually very foolish."
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The woman: "T understand. Respected Shakyamuni! Please show me the way to true happiness!"

The Buddha urged dying disciples, as well as ordinary people, both good and evil, to recite "Namo
Amitabha Buddha." It would eliminate karmic obstructions and free them from all hindrances. They
would leave the Three Realms of birth and death, and be reborn in Amitabha's Pure Land.
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The Fasting Wolf
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At the entrance to the village, a wolf paced back and forth listlessly. Because it had been raining
for days on end, the shepherds did not go out to herd their sheep. The wolf was so hungry it didn't
know what to do. It was angry and depressed.
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"This must be because I lack good fortune,” grumbled the wolf. So it found a cave to hide in and
vowed to observe the fast diligently. It closed its eyes and sat upright. "May all living beings in the
world be at peace and have a worry-free life," it said.
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It happened that Indra, the king of heaven, came down to the human world on a white elephant
to observe good and evil. When he saw the wolf seemingly practicing in a serious manner, he
suddenly had an idea and decided to test the wolf.
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The wolf, which was trying hard to suppress its hunger, first heard the bleating of sheep. Then it
saw fat, white sheep in front of the cave. The wolf thought good fortune had arrived, and in an
instant forgot about fasting. It excitedly chased after them.
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Unexpectedly, when a sheep was about to be caught, it turned into a big dog with sharp teeth,
barking wildly and drooling copiously. It chased after the wolf ferociously, almost killing it.
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Before the wolf could catch its breath, another sheep appeared and stopped at the entrance of
the cave. It was lame. But the wolf had learned a lesson and made sure to look closely to see if the
sheep was a dog. Sure enough, it had sheep's ears, horns and hooves. Good, no problem then!
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But the wolf, which ran out happily, thinking that he was about to eat tender meat, was deceived
again. He was chased by the vicious dog and fled back with his tail between his legs.
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The wolf in the cave was so angry that he stamped his feet, but his stomach was growling with
hunger and he was unable to fast at all.
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So hungry was the wolf that he could hardly see. Now, a little lamb appeared in front of him,
looking flustered and scared, as if calling for its mother. Furious, the wolf shouted: "Even if you turn
into a piece of meat, I will not be fooled. You still want to trick me with a lamb!"
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Helpless, the wolf could only return to its original place and sit. It closed its eyes to contemplate
quietly.
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The cultivation practice of ordinary people
is invariably like this wolf, false and unreal. If
we do not rely on the great compassionate
power of Amitabha Buddha's Fundamental
Vow, when can we truly achieve liberation?
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Namo Amitabha Buddha
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